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President's  Message... 

I am  proud  to  welcome  back  George  Kolbe  as  Editor  of  The  Asylum. 
George  and  co-founder  Jack  Collins  were  the  first  Editors  of  this  publica- 
tion. Martin  Gengerke  found  he  did  not  have  the  time  to  devote  to  this 
position  and  George  volunteered  to  take  on  this  very  important  position. 
The  Board  supports  this  change  by  its  unanimous  vote. 

I do  wish  to  thank  Martin  for  the  effort  he  was  able  to  give  us. 

I have  a promise  from  George  that  he  will  try  his  best  to  get  out  issues 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  catch  up  on  the  backlog.  He  has  enough  to  fill  two 
issues  at  the  moment,  this  one  and  the  next.  We  do  need  help  from  all  the 
membership  to  not  only  read  our  journal  but  to  write  for  it.  So  please  write 
an  article  — otherwise  the  next  few  issues  will  be  comprised  almost  en- 
tirely of  Board  Member  Joel  Orosz's  output.  As  much  as  I like  to  read  what 
Joel  has  to  say,  I would  also  like  to  know  what  the  rest  of  the  membership 
has  to  say  about  their  collecting  interests. 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  The  Asylum  never  took  note  of 
one  of  the  most  significant  awards,  as  far  as  NBS  is  concerned,  at  last  year's 
NLG  Bash.  That  is  the  award  of  Best  Catalog  of  the  Year.  It  was  awarded  to 
Bowers  & Merena  Galleries  for  their  catalog  of  The  Armand  Champa  Nu- 
mismatic Library,  Part  I.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  chief  cataloger  for  this 
sale  was  one  of  our  Board  Members  and  past  Editor,  Charles  Davis. 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR 

Official  NBS  Activities  at  the  Denver  ANA  Convention: 

✓ Symposium:  Thursday,  August  15th,  1996  at  8:00  PM 

✓ Annual  Meeting:  Friday,  August  16th,  1996  at  10:30  AM 
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A REVIEW  of  Henfrey's  Journal 
Marvin  Lessen 

Reprinted  from  the  Spink  Numismatic  Circular,  December  1994,  with  permission  from  the  editor  and  author 


Through  the  courtesy  of  Douglas  Saville  of  Spink  & Son  I have  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  a rare  publication  by  my  favourite  numismatic 
author,  Henry  William  Henfrey  (1852  - 1881).  He  wrote  the  definitive  nu- 
mismatic work  on  Cromwell  in  1877,  and  the  little  guide  to  English  coins, 
whose  first  edition  appeared  in  1870.  His  early  death  was  from  phthisis 
pulmonalis  (tuberculosis).  The  book  under  review  is  called  Henfrey's  Jour- 
nal; a small  octavo  of  approximately  160  pages,  consisting  of  two  four-part 
volumes  bound  together,  with  the  bookplates  of  Aldenham  School  Library 
and  Frederic  Ouvry  (deceased  before  his  auction  of  coins  in  1882).  The  eight 
parts  represent  a quarterly  publication  from  January  1864  through  Decem- 
ber 1865. 

However,  the  British  Library  copy,  catalogued  under  Periodical  Publi- 
cations for  St.  Albans,  as  "Henfrey's  Journal  [Edited  by  H.  W.  Henfrey] 
no.1-9.  privately  printed  St.  Albans  [1864]  8°  PP  6152  ad",  concludes  with 
part  9 of  Volume  3, 30  pages,  issued  Midsummer  1866.  A photocopy  of  this 
additional  part  was  obtained  by  Douglas  Saville,  and  its  preface  stated  that 
there  would  now  be  only  two  issues/year.  Midsummer  and  Christmas.  It 
is  not  known  if  there  was  a part  10. 

Aldenham  School  is  a public  school  in  Elstree,  near  St.  Albans,  but 
Henfrey  would  have  been  too  young  to  attend  then,  and  it  did  not  have  a 
prep  school  attached.  Nevertheless,  in  1864  he  lived  in  St.  Albans,  and  the 
imprints  on  the  first  six  issues  have  his  address  there.  The  first  issue  also 
says  'Printed  by  H.  W.  Henfrey,  Elton  House,  St.  Albans/  and  the  printing 
technique,  or  maybe  the  equipment,  gradually  improved  after  a poor  start. 
By  the  seventh  issue  in  October  1865  he  had  moved  to  Brighton,  and  such 
are  the  next  three  imprints. 

Saville  thought  that  the  book  was  somewhat  amateurishly  printed,  and 
that  perhaps  Henfrey  attended  Aldenham,  which  may  have  had  a printing 
press  used  for  school  projects.  Not  far  wrong.  He  did  not  go  there,  or  use 
their  press,  but  he  probably  had  his  own  small  machine.  Some  information 
is  found  in  a 1913  letter  in  my  possession  from  J.  H.  Dormer  to  Helen 
Farquhar  at  the  time  he  sent  or  sold  her  a copy  of  the  Cromwell  book.  He 
says,  "Henfrey  was  a correspondent  of  mine.  He  lived  with  his  mother  in  a 
flat  on  the  left  of  Victoria  Street  as  one  comes  from  the  Abbey.  He  was  a 
wonderful  lad,  when  I was  spinning  tops  etc,  he  was  writing  books,  print- 
ing them  himself  & cutting  blocks  for  their  illustrations;  you  may  see  some 
of  his  boyhood's  work  in  the  BM  Library.  Henfrey  died  very  young  - if  my 
memory  serves  me;  he  was  not  25  years  of  age,  he  left  a sad  broken  mother. 
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to  lament  his  loss,  & many  friends  to  regret  him."  Dormer  happened  to 
have  been  an  original  subscriber  for  the  Cromwell  book,  but  the  copy  that 
he  sent  to  Farquhar  was  bought  much  later. 

There  are  poems,  jokes  and  riddles  throughout,  mainly  directed  at  a 
young  audience.  The  majority  of  the  contributions  are  by  Henfrey,  and  some 
are  by  AH,  surely  his  father,  Arthur,  who  was  a botany  professor  and  the 
author  of  a standard  text.*  As  time  went  on  more  and  more  articles  and 
stories  were  contributed  by  other  writers.  Serials  appeared  on  astronomy 
(by  HWH,  and  possibly  a favourite  subject  of  his  then),  fairy  tales  and  myths, 
travel  and  adventure,  real  and  fantasy  history,  local  histories  about  St. 
Albans,  and  a series  on  postage  stamps  for  collectors.  The  coins  of  En- 
gland was  a proposed  series  by  HWH,  intended  to  run  throughout  the 
issues  but,  in  the  event,  only  a little  survey  through  Henry  VI  appeared  in 
issues  8 and  9,  accompanied  by  a plate  of  coins  from  his  own  collection;  it 
bears  no  similarity  to  his  publication  of  1870.  So  diverse  were  the  subjects, 
that  No.  9 included  a do-it-yourself  article  on  the  double-oscillating  steam 
engine,  by  a practical  engineer,  and  the  start  of  a proposed  series  on  naval 
battles,  this  one  by  HWH  on  the  Spanish  Armada.  Another  author's  article 
on  Verulam,  Roman  St.  Albans,  was  an  acknowledged  extraction  from  Notes 
and  Queries,  a publication  to  which  Henfrey  was  devoted  throughout  his 
life,  and  which  could  have  influenced  his  decision  to  produce  this  periodi- 
cal. 

Subscription  prices  were  listed  in  the  second  issue  at  2d  each  plus  post- 
age, and  that  rose  to  3d  by  issue  five  "in  consequence  of  our  many  litho- 
graphs", and  to  6d  each  for  the  semi-annual  1866  issues.  There  are  numer- 
ous illustrations;  some  may  be  from  woodcuts  and  some,  which  first  looked 
to  have  been  done  by  hand  in  ink  and  wash  or  colour,  are  probably  litho- 
graphs. 

My  thanks  go  to  Dr  R.  E.  Ockenden,  who  knows  a good  deal  about 
Henfrey  from  association  with  Oliver  Warner  and  his  father  Richard 
Cromwell  Warner,  who  in  turn  knew  Henry's  brother.  He  judged  that 
Henfrey  may  have  produced  only  a dozen  or  so  copies  of  the  Journal,  which 
he  sent  free  to  a few  friends  and  libraries,  but  we  really  don't  know  how 
many  random  issues  may  have  gone  out  to  subscribers  and  friends,  or  how 
many  full  or  incomplete  sets  may  have  been  bound  up,  or  if  indeed  nine 
issues  were  all  that  were  produced.  Mrs  L.  A.  Creedy  of  the  Aldenham 
School  kindly  checked  their  records  and  found  no  trace  of  Henfrey  or  Ouvry 
as  students. 

All  in  all  it  is  a most  impressive  project  by  a 12/ 13-year  old  boy,  al- 
though it  might  not  have  seemed  so  unusual  in  Victorian  times. 


* However,  Arthur  Henfrey  died  in  1859,  so  if  these  AH  writings  were  his  they  were  taken 
from  family  papers. 
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«The  Seventh  Annual  Shammie  Awards» 

Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

It's  seven  year  itch  time,  gentle  readers  — yes,  it  was  that  long  ago 
when  the  first  edition  of  «The  Shammies»,  celebrating  excellence  in  the 
employment  of  hyperbole  to  increase  sales,  appeared  in  this  space.  Once 
again,  your  columnist  is  the  sole  judge  for  these  coveted  awards.  This  year, 
as  for  the  two  previous  years,  there  will  also  be  a special  section  devoted  to 
numismatic  bloopers.  So  turn  up  the  lights  and  hold  your  nose:  the  lucky 
seventh  edition  of  «The  Shammies»  is  about  to  begin! 

The  "Not  That  They  Ever  Had  Much  of  a Life"  award  goes  to  Jay  Parrino 
of  The  Mint,  who,  in  pitching  an  1856  half  dollar,  states  " Magnificent  coins 
such  as  this  are  all  but  extinct."  Judge's  comment:  There  are  only  two  left 
in  the  National  Zoo!  Coin  World  (CW),  July  3, 1995,  p.  11. 

The  "Bet  It  Never  Breaks  the  One  Trillion  Dollar  Mark"  award  goes  to 
the  same  firm,  which,  in  the  very  same  ad,  says  of  an  1806  half  dollar: 
"Unlimited  upside!" 

The  "English  As  She  is  Spoke"  award  goes  to  Mr.  Parrino  in  the  identi- 
cal ad,  for  this  piece  of  deathless  prose,  quoted  here  exactly  as  it  appeared 
in  the  advertisement:  "Tell  me  you  would  not  rather  own  this  Cameo 
Gem,  mind  blowing,  finest  & famous  classic,  or  boxes  full  of  stuff."  Judges 
comment:  Say  what? 

The  "Reverend  Pat  Robertson  Memorial  Family  Values"  award  goes  to 
the  Worldwide  Treasure  Bureau  for  an  ad  in  which  they  present  an  illustra- 
tion of  "Queen  Boudicca"  (the  preferred  spelling  is  "Boadicea")  of  the 
Iceni  Tribe,  in  what  would  become  England,  bound  at  the  wrists,  suspended, 
nude,  and  flogged  by  a Conan  the  Barbarian  look-alike.  Judge's  comment: 
Quiet,  understated  good  taste  has  always  been  a trademark  of  the  World- 
wide Treasure  Bureau. 

Worldwide  Treasure  Bureau,  1995-96 fixed-price  catalog,  p.5. 

The  "Roughest  Estimate  I Have  Ever  Heard"  award  goes  to  G & F Coin 
Galleries,  for  their  claim  that  "Gem  BU  Mint  State  65  coins  have  appreci- 
ated by  roughly  40  percent  per  year  for  the  last  15  years,  a staggeringly 
consistent  record  unprecedented  by  other  traditional  forms  of  investment." 
Judge's  comment:  These  returns  were  truly  staggering  in  years  like  1980, 
1989,  and  1990. 

Numismatic  News  (NN),  "1995-96  Coin  Show  & Auction  Guide,"  p.  A-9. 
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The  "Just  What  We  Need,  Another  Uncirculated  Grade"  award  goes 
to  Mike  Fuljenz  of  Mike  Fuljenz's  Universal  Coin  & Bullion,  for  grading  a 
1907  wire-edge  ten  dollar  gold  piece  as  MS-64+++.  Judge's  comment:  We 
hope  Mr.  Fuljenz  will  soon  become  non-plussed.NN,  August  15, 1995,  p.  23. 

The  "Henry  Who?  Roger  WTio?"  award  goes  to  Foothill  Coins,  for 
their  more  than  20-years-behind-the-times-assertion:  "714  home  runs  in  22 
seasons.  The  Babe's  AMAZING  home  run  record  has  withstood  every  chal- 
lenge. No  other  slugger  has  ever  surpassed  his  astounding  'over  the  fence' 
record."  CW,  May  15, 1995,  p.  80. 

The  "Continuing  Abuse  of  the  Word  'Unique'"  award  goes  to  Signals,  a 
catalog  for  fans  of  public  television,  for  this  lapse  in  selling  the  Russian 
Alexander  III  currency  stamp:  "We  have  600  of  these  unique  stamps  avail- 
able." Signals,  Spring  1995,  p.  D. 

The  "Of  Course,  It's  An  Imperfect  Grade"  award  goes  to  double 
winner  Jay  Parrino  of  The  Mint  for  describing  a VG-8  1792  silver  center 
cent  as  " perfect  for  the  grade."  CW,  January  30, 1995,  p.  39. 

The  "First  70  Years  of  American  Commercial  Numismatics  Never  Hap- 
pened" award  goes  to  the  irrepressible  Mr.  Parrino,  who  in  the  same  ad 
says  of  1794  Starred  Reverse  cents,  "One  traded  for  hundreds  of  dollars  in 
the  1920's  when  coin  prices  were  in  their  infancy." 

The  "I  Thought  All  Price  Records  Were  Unprecedented"  award  goes 
to  the  hard-working  Jay  Parrino,  who  says  in  the  identical  ad,  that  an  1873- 
CC  No  Arrows  Seated  Liberty  quarter  came  "from  the  James  Stack  collec- 
tion, where  it  set  an  unprecedented  price  record  in  the  mid-1970's." 

The  "Walter  Breen  Was  So  Good,  He  Could  Grade  Rumors"  award  goes 
to  the  ubiquitous  Mr.  Parrino,  who  in  the  same  ad  says  this  of  the  unique 
Missouri  2x4  proof:  "Walter  Breen,  to  whom  this  coin  was  only  a rumor, 
noted  that  it  was  'Matte  Proof'." 

The  "Wee  Youse  Spel  Chek"  award  goes  to  Paul  Sims,  Incorporated,  for 
a 4-page  ad  that  contained  the  following  spelling  errors:  "A  Powerful!  [SIC] 
charge,"  "All  coins  since  have  bom  [SIC]  that  date,"  "Contail  [SIC]  ap- 
proximately the  same  net  pure  metal;"  "If  you've  never  seen  a beautiful  50 
Franc  Angle  [SIC]  before,  you're  not  alone,"  and  "We  have  a souple  [SIC] 
hundred  really  superior  coins."  Moreover,  in  the  same  ad,  the  firm  offered 
this  prognostication  about  1995  doubled  die  Lincoln  cents:  "If  the  market 
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demand  is  any  indication,  they  could  go  very  much  indeed."  Judge's  com- 
ment: Indeed,  they  could  go  very  much,  indeed. 

NN,  March  28, 1995 , pp.  8-11. 

The  "Shortest  Century  on  Record"  award  goes  to  Estate  Wholesalers 
for  repeating  their  "Sale  of  the  Century"  in  1995  (see  Shammies  6 for  the 
1994  version).  Judge's  comment:  Among  the  immortal  rarities  in  the  land- 
mark sale  are  "Morgans  1921  Borderline  UNC,"  and  "50  Cent  Walker 
G-VG  20  different."  C W,  January  30, 1 995,  p.  61 . 

The  "Perhaps  He  Could  Have  Solved  the  Problem  of  Melting  Mylar 
Holders"  award  goes  to  the  Bank  Note  Reporter  for  its  rhetorical  question: 
"Imagine  what  Mehl  would  have  done  in  the  field  of  super  hot  Confeder- 
ate paper  money."  NN,  March  28, 1995,  p.  34. 

The  "Math  Whiz"  award  goes  to  perennial  honoree  David  Hall,  for  the 
following  calculation:  "The  Inside  View  was  first  published  in  January, 
1979.  I published  it  10-12  times  a year  until  July,  1993.  I then  stopped 
publishing  my  newsletter.  Now,  after  nearly  three  years,  market  conditions 
are  such  that  I feel  the  time  is  right  to  once  again  publish  the  Inside  View 
on  a regular  basis."  Judge's  comment:  Since  this  ad  was  published  in  the 
May  29, 1995  edition  of  Coin  World,  it  would  appear  that  the  lapse  in  pub- 
lication of  this  "Numisma  of  the  90's"  was  less  than  two  years,  instead  of 
nearly  three.  Judge's  comment:  But  then,  we  have  never  claimed  to  un- 
derstand the  mathematics  employed  by  coin  investing  gurus! 

CW,  May  29, 1995,  p.  17. 

The  "Most  Horrifying  Thought  of  the  Decade"  award  goes  to  Numis- 
matic Equity  Services,  Incorporated,  for  their  grim  header:  "A  World  of 
Slabs."  CW,  May  29, 1995,  p.  82. 

The  "Basically  A Virgin"  award  goes  to  Coast  to  Coast  Coins  for  ped- 
dling 1995  doubled  die  Lincoln  cents  graded  "basically  flawless." 

CW,  August  21, 1995,  p.  4. 

The  "Howzat?"  award  goes  to  ANACS  for  claiming:  "A  title  ANACS  is 
proud  to  have  earned:  'The  Collector's  Choice'."  Judge's  comment:  Got 
any  proof  of  that,  guys?  CW,  September  18, 1995,  p.22 

The  "Real  Amityville  Horror"  award  goes  to  Kevin  Donohue,  who  es- 
tablished the  First  Token  Grading  Service  in  Amityville,  New  York.  Judge's 
comment:  We  need  tokens  in  slabs  about  as  much  as  we  need  toxins  in 
reservoirs!  NN,  June  20, 1995,  p.  20. 
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The  "History  is  Bunk"  award  goes  to  triple  winner  Jay  Parrino,  who 
manages  to  mangle  numismatic  history  four  different  times  in  a single  ad. 
First,  he  refers  to  a 1795  Jefferson  Head  cent  as  "One  of  the  all-time  'clas- 
sics'," without  mentioning  that  most  experts  agree  that  it  was  not  a U.  S. 
Mint  product.  Then,  he  offers  two  "Lord  St.  Oswald"  1794  cents,  with  the 
following  commentary:  "In  1794,  Lord  St.  Oswald  made  his  way  from  En- 
gland to  the  newly-formed  mint  to  purchase  some  coins  for  his  collection... 
As  a serious  collector,  only  an  outstanding  example  would  do."  Readers  of 
The  Asylum  know  that  this  is  a serious  historical  error,  for  Michael  Hodder 
proved  in  the  Fall  1994  issue  that  Lord  St.  Oswald  was  not  bom  until  1916. 
While  The  Asylum  might  be  somewhat  esoteric  reading  for  the  average  coin 
dealer,  one  might  have  thought  that  such  folk  would  at  least  read  the  Guide 
Book.  If  so,  Mr.  Parrino  would  not  have  made  the  following  statement  in 
the  same  ad,  this  time  while  trying  to  sell  a 1793  Chain  Ameri  cent:  "It  was 
the  very  first  federally-issued  coin  minted  for  the  United  States,  the  very 
first  one!"  Had  Mr.  Parrino  consulted  pp.  65-66  of  the  1995  Guide  Book,  he 
would  have  found,  under  the  rubric  of  "First  United  States  Mint  Issues," 
the  following  coins:  1792  Silver  Center  Cent;  1792  Birch  Cent;  1792  Half 
Disme;  1792  Disme;  and  1792  Pattern  Quarter  Dollar. 

CW,  September  25,1995,  p.  11. 

Now,  for  the  third  year,  we  are  pleased  to  present  the  unintentional 
bloopers  made  by  some  of  the  'good  guys'  in  the  hobby. 

The  "Where's  Noah  When  You  Need  Him?"  award  goes  to  the 
Numismatic  News  headline  compositor  who  wrote  "Counterfeits  from 
abroad  flooding  US."  NN,  April  28, 1995,  p.  38. 

The  "Understatement  of  the  Year"  award  goes  to  the  Coin  World  writer 
who  noted  (pun  intended):  "Barr  notes  interesting,  but  probably  won't 
finance  an  exotic  vacation."  CW,  July  3, 1995,  p.  55. 

The  "Most  Unintentionally  Titillating  Letter  to  the  Editor"  award  goes 
to  the  Numismatic  News  headline  writer  who  summarized  a letter  from 
Donald  R.  Tucker  of  Creston,  Iowa,  as  follows:  "Morgan  Tail  Feathers  Ex- 
cite." NN,  June  13, 1995,  p.  6. 

The  "Safest  Guarantee  of  1995"  award  goes  to  our  old  friend 
John  Bergman,  whose  ads  in  the  Winter  and  Spring,  1995,  issues  of  The 
Asylum  pledge:  "We  will  attend  or  have  an  agent  at  the  major  book  sales  in 
'94."  Judge's  comment:  Thanks  to  NBS  member  Larry  V.  Reppeteau  for 
pointing  this  out  to  us. 
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The  "English  as  She  is  Spoke  by  Hungarians  Like  Your  Columnist" 
award  goes  to  the  Coin  & Currency  Institute,  Incorporated,  for  this  (mostly) 
comprehensible  lesson  in  Hungarian  history,  given  in  the  course  of  selling 
the  Hungarian  ECU  II  Commemorative  Silver  coins:  "At  the  turn  of  the 
first  millenary  [SIC]  Goza  and  Istvan,  the  son  to  him,  assured  for  millennia 
the  national  statehood  in  the  Carpathian  Basin  to  the  Hungarians  who 
prograded  [SIC]  from  the  Asian  mystery  of  prehistoric  times."  Judge's  com- 
ment: It's  sure  a mystery  to  me. 

Undated  flyer  from  the  Coin  & Currency  Institute,  1995. 

Finally,  a couple  of  awards  that  are  non-numismatic,  but  still  lots  of 
fun. 

The  "An  Edition  Every  Four  Hours"  award  goes  to  Barnes  & Noble,  for 
an  ad  spotted  in  the  New  York  Times,  published  the  day  after  Microsoft's 
Windows  '95  software  was  released.  Windows  '95  was  released  at  midnight, 
and  by  8:00  a.m.  when  the  paper  was  purchased,  the  ad  for  a book  entitled 
"Windows  '95  Secrets"  was  offering  its  third  edition.  Judge's  comment: 
Thanks  to  Martin  Gengerke  for  pointing  this  out,  and  for  asking  "They 
sold-out  two  editions  in  eight  hours?" 

The  "Neil  Armstrong,  Won't  You  Please  Come  Home?"  award  goes  to 
Jim  Lyons  of  Mountain  View,  California,  for  offering  a newspaper  report 
on  " The  1964  trip  to  the  moon."  CW,  September  18, 1995,  p.  72. 

This  concludes  another  year  of  celebrating  the  best  of  the  worst  in  nu- 
mismatic advertising.  Stay  tuned  for  next  year  when  we  once  more  dabble 
in  wretched  excess  in  the  service  of  numismatic  commerce. 


Attention  Numismatic  Book  Dealers 

Future  issues  of  The  Asylum  will  include  an  Auction  Calendar 
listing  sale  dates  of  public  and  mail  bid  auction  sales  featuring 
numismatic  literature.  Please  send  your  auction  schedule  to 
the  editor.  Keep  in  mind  that:  If  you  don't  remit,  we  must  omit! 


22  The  Asylum 

Ephemera  of  the  1909  A.  N.  A.  Election  ~ A Bibliophilic  Update 

David  T.  Alexander,  NLG 

The  last  issue  of  The  Asylum  carried  an  in-depth  article  on  the  hotly 
contested  1909  American  Numismatic  Association  presidential  election.  This 
campaign  pitted  the  recently  organized  New  York  Numismatic  Club 
(NYNC),  outspoken  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder  and  their  presidential  candi- 
date Frank  C.  Higgins  against  A.N.A.  publisher  and  past  president  Farran 
Zerbe  and  his  hand-picked  candidate.  Dr.  J.M.  Henderson  of  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Although  the  Zerbe-controlled  official  organ.  The  Numismatist  carried 
reams  of  campaign  material  boosting  the  Henderson  candidacy,  only  anti- 
Higgins  items  appeared  in  its  pages.  The  centerpiece  of  this  one-sided  cam- 
paigning was  Zerbe's  monumental  6 5/i6  x 56-inch  insert  mailed  with  the 
August  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  entitled  "The  A.  N.  A.  Campaign  and  its 
Question,  The  Association  Defiled  at  Defied." 

Compiling  a more  balanced  picture  of  this  epic  election  is  only  possible 
because  dedicated  bibliophiles  have  preserved  the  rarest  of  the  campaign 
documents.  Without  this  collector  input,  all  that  would  be  known  of 
Higgins'  campaign  would  be  the  snippets  which  Zerbe  excerpted  from  a 
rare  13-page  booklet,  "From  the  Campaign  Committee  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Club  Re  The  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention." 
This  booklet  was  sent  to  an  unknown  number  of  A.N.A.  members  on 
Higgins'  behalf  in  the  Spring  of  1909,  but  no  copy  of  it  could  be  found  until 
the  publication  of  The  Asylum  article.  No  major  institutional  library  to  which 
this  writer  applied  could  lay  hands  on  this  ephemeral  booklet. 

After  the  story  appeared  in  The  Asylum,  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Soci- 
ety member  Frank  Van  Zandt  contacted  the  writer  to  volunteer  that  his 
collection  of  A.  N.  A.  ephemera  contained  the  elusive  booklet.  This  follow- 
up story  was  made  possible  by  his  generosity  in  sharing  this  priceless  docu- 
ment of  A.  N.  A.  history. 

Without  actually  reading  this  booklet,  modem  readers  and  those  of  1909 
would  be  excused  for  believing  that  the  NYNC's  campaign  effort  must 
have  been  a masterpiece  of  invective,  a flaming  denunciation  of  the  Zerbe 
administration  and  its  hard-working  (if  unspectacular)  standard-bearer. 
Dr.  Henderson.  Examination  of  the  document  itself  soon  changes  that  per- 
ception. It  rapidly  reveals  itself  as  a well  reasoned,  moderate  plea  for  votes 
or  the  proxies  needed  to  elect  not  only  Frank  C.  Higgins  but  a full  slate  of  a 
carefully  selected  candidates  for  the  all  major  A.N.A.  elective  offices. 

Since  Zerbe's  attacks  targeted  only  the  presidential  contender,  most  read- 
ers were  never  aware  of  the  impressive  roster  nominated  with  him.  For 
first  vice  president  the  Higgins  campaign  nominated  the  outstanding  Ca- 
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nadian  numismatist,  W.  W.  C.  Wilson  of  Montreal.  It  argued  persuasively 
for  Canadian  representation  at  the  highest  levels.  Nominee  for  second  vice 
president  was  one  of  the  early  20th  century's  leading  American  collectors, 
H.  O.  Granberg  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  hailed  as  the  "numismatic  genius 
of  the  West." 

Another  famous  collector  was  tapped  for  board  chairman,  William 
Forrester  Dunham  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  choice  for  treasurer  was  D.  A. 
Williams  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  who  already  had  experience  in  this  post. 
None  of  these  nominees  represented  New  York  or  what  the  Zerbe- 
Henderson  forces  habitually  denigrated  as  "The  East."  The  Higgins  com- 
mittee nominated  the  incumbent  secretary,  Baltimore's  Frank  G.  Duffield, 
though  his  support  of  Dr.  Henderson  made  him  a vigorous  opponent  of 
their  slate. 

The  booklet  first  explained  that  "our  choice  of  officers  to  be  elected  at 
the  forthcoming  Montreal  Convention  has  been  dictated  purely  by  our 
views  of  the  best  interests  of  the  A.  N.  A.  If  we  were  to  honor  every  man 
within  its  ranks  whom  we  feel  entitled  to  recognition,  we  should  have  more 
officers  than  members.  Our  selections,  however,  have  been  based  upon  a 
combination  of  ability,  availability,  adaptability  and  desirability  on  the  part 
of  the  gentlemen  names."  The  committee  noted  that  the  vast  growth  of 
American  numismatics  and  the  attraction  of  "so  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars of  invested  capital"  had  rendered  the  1891  constitution  and  governing 
structure  wholly  obsolete. 

Only  part  of  this  opening  was  circulated  by  Zerbe,  "...  it  has  been  in  the 
past  the  habit  to  elect  various  good  fellows  to  office...  principally  because 
they  are  good  fellows  and  to  have  a yearly  convention  somewhere  which 
has  been  mostly  a vacation  "junket"  with  more  excursioning  and  dining 
than  numismatics  in  it  — it  is  now  perceived  that  we  are  confronted  with  a 
requirement  of  serious  practical  business  administered  at  the  hands  of  the 
ablest  men  we  can  find  willing  to  devote  time  to  this  work  without  respect 
to  personalities  or  distinctions  of  locality." 

The  committee  believed  that  most  of  the  A.  N.  A.  membership  was  un- 
able to  attend  the  conventions  and  held  that  the  yearly  gathering,  "which 
is  almost  wholly  up  to  festivities"  was  simply  a proper  working  environ- 
ment for  conduct  of  serious  business.  This  Zerbe  artfully  elided  to  too  much 
junketing  AND  too  much  business.  Instead  of  hurriedly  transacting  busi- 
ness between  pressing  social  obligations,  the  Higgins  forces  planned  to 
create  a network  of  standing  committees  which  would  handle  the  workload 
throughout  the  year,  "subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  and  Board  of 
governors." 

After  the  election,  it  planned  to  expedite  organizing  more  and  more 
local  clubs.  These  would  be  encouraged  to  form  state  societies  which  would 
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send  state  delegates  to  future  A.N.  A.  conventions  to  assure  real  "represen- 
tation to  the  entire  country." 

The  Zerbe  forces  made  much  of  Higgins'  friendship  with  the  irascible 
Elder.  Nothing  was  ever  said  in  the  Zerbe  broadsides  about  a rather  aston- 
ishing plank  in  the  Higgins  platform: 

We  desire  the  complete  elimination  of  Dealers  and  Numismatic  Merchants 
from  the  executive  ranks  of  the  Association. 

This  measure  is  not  an  action  against  Dealers  in  Coins,  but  one  which  is  ea- 
gerly sought  by  the  MAJORITY  of  Coin  Dealers  who  are  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  their  own  protection. 

They  do  not  think  that  certain  dealers  should  be  accorded  prestige  withheld 
from  others  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such  privileges  have  been  exploited  for 
trade  rivalry  and  advertising  purposes  on  occasions  in  the  past  have  give  rise 
to  grave  disagreement  and  not  a little  scandal. 

We  welcome  the  reputable  dealer  to  our  membership  in  his  character  as  a 
gentleman  and  coin  lover,  knowing  full  well  that  there  are  few  American  deal- 
ers who  are  not  ardent  and  learned  Numismatists. 

The  A.  N.  A.  did  not  own  its  "official  organ"  in  1909.  The  Numismatist 
was  the  personal  property  of  Publisher  Farran  Zerbe.  Although  his  fla- 
grant partisan  abuse  of  the  publication  to  assure  election  of  Dr.  Henderson 
was  still  a few  weeks  or  months  away,  the  committee  had  seen  enough 
conflict  of  interest  already  to  recommend  changes: 

...with  the  A.  N.  A.  official  organ  in  private  hands  it  seems  to  us  as  if  in  return 
for  the  subscriptions  of  the  entire  body,  the  Association  should,  through  a Press 
Committee  consisting  of  competent  members  who  are  both  journalists  and 
Numismatists,  be  guaranteed  a partial  supervision  of  the  policy  of  its  organ 
which  could  guarantee  the  furtherance  of  its  best  interests  and  impartiality  of 
spirit.  Furthermore,  that  such  committee  be  empowered  to  prepare  in  any  year 
a proposition  for  a change  in  its  existing  organ  or  creation  of  a new  official 
organ  in  perfect  accord  with  the  sentiment  of  the  Association  members. 

At  this  point  the  booklet  launched  into  a rather  brief,  if  fulsome  intro- 
duction of  candidate  Higgins.  The  three  paragraphs  defined  him  as 

...a  cosmopolitan  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word,  who  is  on  record  as  a 
faithful  worker  for  the  A.N.  A.  long  prior  to  his  return  from  almost  twenty  years' 
residence  in  foreign  lands. 

Mr.  Higgins  stands  as  highly  among  the  great  numismatists  as  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  presides  over  the  youngest  but  most  enthusiastic  body  of  collec- 
tors ever  gotten  together  in  the  United  States,  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club. 

As  a numismatic  writer  he  possesses  an  international  reputation. 

Capsule  introductions  followed  of  the  rest  of  the  committee's  slate.  In 
introducing  W.  W.  C.  Wilson,  it  noted  that  "we  are  convinced  that  we  owe 
it  to  our  Canadian  brothers  who  are  so  generously  supporting  an  interna- 
tional American  Numismatic  Association  instead  of  seeking  an  indepen- 
dent Canadian  organization  as  they  might... that  our  First  Vice  President 
should  be  a citizen  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada...  This  will  prove  that  we 
are  big,  broad  and  cultured  enough  to  appreciate  the  honor  done  us  by  a 
sister  nation  and  to  respond  in  a courteous  and  diplomatic  manner." 
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H.  O.  Granberg  was  praised  as  "one  of  the  'big  fellows/  and  all  regard 
this  straightforward,  honest  man  as  a numismatist  of  the  best  type.  His 
great  desire  to  preserve  the  numismatic  relics  and  history  of  the  early  days 
of  gold  discovery  in  the  West  has  led  him  to  specialize  in  privately  struck 
gold  coins,  and  his  collection  of  these  is  such  as  only  patient  endeavor  can 
gather  together." 

W.  F.  Dunham  was  highlighted  as  president  of  the  then-active  Chicago 
Numismatic  Society,  a group  widely  associated  with  the  great  Virgil  M. 
Brand,  though  this  was  not  so  noted  in  the  NYNC  booklet.  Treasurer  can- 
didate D.A.  Williams  was  hailed  as  an  officer  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  In  describing  Secretary  Duffield  the  NYNC  rather  ingenuously 
observed:  "Mr.  Duffield  is  the  one  man  upon  whom  all  factions  seem  to  be 
perfectly  agreed." 

The  booklet  concluded  with  its  views  of  the  proxy  system,  implying 
rather  gently  a possible  abuse: 

Lest  there  be  any  misapprehension  about  the  matter  of  'proxies/  permit  us 
to  suggest  that  it  be  the  conscientious  duty  of  each  member  of  the  A.N.A.  this 
year,  to  mail  his  proxy  to  the  person  he  designs  to  vote  for  him  filled  in  with 
the  names  of  the  candidates  for  whom  he  desires  to  vote.  IT  SHOULD  BE 
FILLED  OUT  IN  INK  SO  THAT  IT  WILL  BE  VOTED  AS  YOU  DESIGN  (this 
writer's  emphasis).  It  will  be  our  object  to  secure  a total  change  in  this  system 
for  future  operations. 

Fill  it  out  yourself.  If  you  have  sent  one  proxy  to  be  voted  and  [you  have] 
reconsidered,  you  have  the  right  to  send  another  and  the  LAST  DATED  ONE 
WILL  ALONE  BE  COUNTED  at  the  Convention  election. 

Ending  its  communique  "cordially  and  fraternally,"  the  committee  sug- 
gested that  pro-Higgins  proxies  be  sent  to  Mr.  Albert  R.  Frey  in  Brooklyn. 
The  last  pages  contained  short  testimonials  for  Higgins  from  such  promi- 
nent numismatists  as  P.  O.  Tremblay  of  Montreal,  B.  Max  Mehl  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  (whose  Mehl's  Monthly  contained  a Higgins  statement  quoted  in  ex- 
tenso  in  the  preceding  article  in  The  Asylum ) and  H.  O.  Granberg,  "I  accept 
the  nomination  for  2nd  Vice  President  and  share  your  views." 

Prominent  Philadelphia  dealer  Stephen  K.  Nagy  wrote,  "I  am  pleased 
to  note  that  it  is  your  wish  to  put  an  end  to  the  dealer  control  of  the  A.N.A. 
which  would  surely  put  an  end  to  the  A.  N.  A.  if  continued."  Fellow  NYNC 
charter  member  Joseph  C.  "Uncle  Joe,"  Mitchelson  of  Tariffville,  Connecti- 
cut and  future  benefactor  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library  wrote  "I  sin- 
cerely hope  you  will  be  elected  our  next  President."  Noted  numismatic 
writer  and  researcher  Howland  Wood  stated,  "I  am  glad  there  is  going  to 
be  a contest  as  it  will  do  the  A.  N.  A.  a lot  of  good  by  stirring  up  the  mem- 
bers and  giving  them  a little  chance  to  think  on  who  (sic)  they  will  vote 
for." 

A more  extensive  endorsement  was  offered  by  another  top-flight  re- 
searcher, Edgar  H.  Adams,  " I favor  your  candidacy  for  personal  and  other 
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reasons,  namely  that  I think  that  you  are  the  most  capable  to  fill  the  office 
with  good  results  to  all  concerned  in  numismatics."  Another  leading  dealer, 
Henry  Chapman  of  Philadelphia,  had  his  name  appended  for  no  clearly 
obvious  reason  of  the  campaign,  "I  wish  to  thank  you  and  other  members 
of  NYNC  for  the  hearty  reception  given  me  on  March  12th." 

With  a touch  of  malice  the  booklet  included  a "no  longer  operable  in 
this  time  frame"  blurb  from  Farran  Zerbe  himself,  dated  March  1,  "You  are 
the  champion  hatchet  burier,  overflowing  with  diplomacy.  You  have  a 
mighty  fine  disposition,  old  man,  and  no  one  appreciates  it  more  than  I 
do."  Albert  R.  Frey  wrote,  "Mr.  Higgins'  reputation  is  not  national  but  in- 
ternational. He  is  a numismatist  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  Need  any 
more  be  said?" 

Alas  for  the  committee's  hopes,  a great  deal  more  was  to  be  said,  and 
despite  these  glowing  testimonials,  Higgins  and  what  he  called  the  "nu- 
mismatic platform"  went  down  to  resounding  defeat.  Certainly  the  intem- 
perate attacks  of  Thomas  Elder  on  Zerbe  and  Zerbe's  unrestrained  use  of 
The  Numismatist  in  the  campaign  contributed  to  this  defeat.  Zerbe  retained 
his  iron  grip  on  the  official  organ  for  the  next  several  years  in  spite  of  Elder's 
railing  against  his  enemy's  "numismatic  yellow  journalism." 

Mention  was  made  in  the  preceding  article  of  prominent  numismatists 
such  as  Virgil  M.  Brand  who  left  A.  N.  A.  in  disgust  at  the  violence  of  1909. 
Another  casualty  may  well  have  been  Frank  C.  Higgins  himself.  Although 
a well  mannered  and  genial  host  at  the  1910  New  York  A.  N.  A.  conven- 
tion, where  he  greeted  his  erstwhile  opponent,  then  President  Henderson, 
little  more  was  heard  of  Higgins  in  the  numismatic  world. 

By  seeming  serendipity,  this  writer  stumbled  on  an  obituary  in  the  Janu- 
ary 1929  issue  of  The  Numismatist  entitled  FRANK  CARLOS  HIGGINS: 

The  death  is  announced  of  Francis  C.  Higgins  of  New  York  City  on  Decem- 
ber 10, 1928,  formerly  a member  of  the  A.  N.  A.  for  a number  of  years... 

Although  he  had  not  been  active  in  numismatics  for  several  years,  the  older 
members  of  the  A.  N.  A.  will  recall  that  Mr.  Higgins  was  a prominent  figure  in 
numismatic  circles  a score  or  more  years  ago.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  and  assisted  in  in  its  formation  in  1908. 

He  served  as  its  first  president.  He  was  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  pages 
of  THE  NUMISMATIST  and  was  the  author  of  "An  Introduction  to  the  Copper 
Coins  of  Modem  Europe,"  published  in  London  in  1892.  He  was  an  unsuccess- 
ful candidate  for  President  of  the  A.  N.  A.,  at  the  Montreal  Convention  in  1909. 

Sic  Transit  Gloria  Higgins.  Even  after  almost  90  years,  reading  the  book- 


let gives  cause  for  wonder,  did  the  A.  N.  A.  take  a wrong  turn  in  1909?  How 
might  the  history  of  the  national  organization  have  been  changed  by  his  little- 
appreciated  "numismatic  platform?"  Both  the  cantankerous  Elder  and  his 
nemesis  Zerbe  continued  as  leaders  in  numismatics  for  the  next  four  decades. 
Not  so  Higgins,  who  "had  not  been  active  in  numismatics  for  several  years" 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1928.  One  cannot  but  wonder  whether  the  bitter- 
ness of  1909  and  the  ill-will  it  aroused  did  not  corrode  his  own  spirit. 
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This  occasional  column  will  provide  a forum  for  NBS  members  to  share 
their  latest  finds  with  fellow  numismatic  bibliophiles.  I'll  start  the  ball  roll- 
ing with  a few  recent  additions  to  my  own  library  and  finish  with  a follow- 
up to  Denis'  Loring's  1926  Chapman  book  survey. 

Readers  are  invited  to  send  contributions  for  future  issues.  Only  a few 
sentences  are  required,  so  it  won't  take  much  of  your  time.  Just  jot  down 
your  ideas  and  send  them  to  me  at  1810  Antietam  Street,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15206.  I'll  handle  the  rest. 

Early  Washington  Before  Boston  Medal  Illustration 

Here's  an  interesting  item  I picked  up  from  a friend  at  a recent  local 
coin  club  meeting.  The  friend,  Mike  Homza,  is  a specialist  in  Russian  coin- 
age. The  book  is  about  the  travels  of  a Russian  diplomat  named  Pavel  Svinin 
who  visited  America  in  1812-1813.  The  numismatic  connection  is  Pavel's 
painting  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  famous  Washington  Before  Bos- 
ton medal.  Svinin  was  a talented  artist  who  painted  watercolor  landscapes 
and  portraits  during  his  trip.  In  those  days,  long  before  the  invention  of 
photography,  his  paintings  were  the  only  way  for  his  comrades  back  home 
to  view  the  enchanting  landscape  of  the  New  World.  The  volume  is  en- 
titled Traveling  Across  North  America  1812-1813;  Watercolors  by  the  Russian 
Diplomat  Pavel  Svinin,  Harry  N.  Abrams,  Inc.,  New  York,  NY. 

Plated  Parmelee  Sale 

The  next  item  is  my  favorite  acquisition  of  1994.  It's  a copy  of  the  De- 
luxe Parmelee  sale  (New  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Company,  June  25-27, 1890): 
original  black  quarter  calf,  original  paper  covers  bound  in,  13  tinted  photo- 
graphic plates,  handpriced  throughout.  My  copy  is  missing  the  top  quar- 
ter of  the  spine,  but  the  gilt  lettering  (PARMELEE  and  1890  is  intact).  This 
landmark  sale  by  Smith  and  Proskey  featured  dozens  of  rarities,  including 
the  legendary  Nova  Constellatio  silver  patterns. 

At  the  A.  N.  A.  in  Detroit  last  summer,  I was  very  pleased  to  spend 
nearly  half  an  hour  viewing  the  coins  at  Stack's  table.  Shortly  afterward  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  at  length  with  John  J.  Ford,  who  bought  the 
three  silver  pieces  at  the  Garrett  I sale.  Ford  reunited  the  silver  pieces  with 
the  copper  "five"  which  had  been  lost  for  generations.  Viewing  the  set  took 
my  breath  away;  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  most  important  set  of  coins  in 
American  numismatics. 
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Sampson  Broadside 

The  next  item  is  an  interesting  bit  of  numismatic  ephemera.  It's  a broad- 
side (5  by  8 inches)  issued  by  New  York  dealer  H.  G.  Sampson.  The  top 
section  reads: 

$150  Reward. 

No  Questions  Asked. 

Stolen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  northwest  comer  of  Broadway  and  Fulton  street, 
in  Fulton  street,  on  Saturday,  September  6, 1879,  a galvanized  sheet-iron  box, 
one  foot  six  inches  in  length  and  one  foot  in  width  and  ten  inches  in  depth, 
containing  in  part  the  following  coins. 

The  sheet  goes  on  to  list  dozens  of  coins,  including  a "1793  cent  (origi- 
nal color)  very  fine,"  "1842  dollar,  brilliant  proof,"  and  a set  of  Lord  Balti- 
more coinage,  "sixpence,  groat,  threepence  (rare)." 

Neat  item.  Has  anyone  seen  references  to  this  theft  in  the  literature? 

Logan's  National  Bank  Note  Book 

As  my  library  has  grown  I've  found  it  harder  and  harder  to  add  new 
items.  While  reading  a paper  money  dealer's  ad  I noticed  a listing  for  a 
relatively  recent  book  I hadn't  heard  of  before:  "Logan,  Bill,  The  Houston 
Heritage  Collection  of  National  Bank  Notes  1863  thru  1935,  First  Edition,  Bill 
Logan,  Houston,  TX,  1977, 4to,  125pp,  HB." 

I quickly  sent  in  my  check.  The  book  catalogs  a fine  collection  of  notes 
from  every  National  Bank  in  Houston,  Texas  which  issued  notes.  Contain- 
ing notes  from  every  charter  period,  the  collection  is  the  most  complete 
ever  assembled.  Each  chapter  outlines  the  history  of  a different  bank  and 
includes  illustrations  of  the  notes,  the  bank  buildings,  and  officers.  Very 
nicely  done. 

Chapman's  1794  Large  Cent  Book 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum,  Denis  Loring  discussed  varieties  of  S.  H. 
Chapman's  book.  The  United  States  Cents  of  the  Year  1794.  The  rare  1923  first 
edition  contained  many  errors  and  was  recalled  by  Chapman.  One  hun- 
dred numbered  copies  were  printed,  but  only  ten  are  known  today.  Denis' 
theory  is  that  there  are  two  varieties  of  the  1926  edition.  The  "1926a"  print- 
ing came  first,  correcting  errors  of  the  1923  edition,  but  introducing  a few 
new  ones.  This  version  is  numbered  and  has  the  title  on  the  spine  in  gilt 
lettering.  All  known  numbers  fall  in  the  range  101-200.  The  "1926b"  print- 
ing has  some  additional  corrections,  no  numbers,  and  no  lettering  on  the 
spine. 
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I pulled  my  1926  Chapman  off  the  shelf  and  compared  it  with  Denis' 
descriptions.  The  book  has  all  of  Denis'  diagnostics  for  the  "1926a"  variety, 
including  spine  lettering.  On  the  bottom  left  comer  of  the  copyright  page 
is  a number  in  red:  101.  If  Denis'  theory  proves  correct,  my  copy  is  the 
"first"  of  the  "1926a"  printing. 

Another  special  feature  of  my  copy  is  the  set  of  four  tipped-in  photo- 
graphic plates.  The  coins  are  identical  to  those  on  the  four  collotype  plates 
bound  in  the  book.  The  only  indication  of  the  source  of  the  plates  is  a rub- 
ber stamp  on  the  back  of  plate  III: 

FROM 

S.  H.  Chapman, 

1128  Spruce  Street 
PHILADELPHIA 

Hand-printed  penciled  annotations  indicate  the  heading  for  each  group 
of  coins  and  the  number  of  each  individual  piece.  The  headings  match 
closely,  but  not  exactly.  For  example,  "FIRST  STYLE"  on  photographic  Plate 
I is  "STYLE  1"  on  the  corresponding  collotype  plate. 

Charles  Davis'  American  Numismatic  Literature  does  not  list  any  sales  of 
photographic  plates  for  the  Chapman  book;  are  any  other  sets  out  there? 


North  American  Indians  - McKenney  & Hall 

Don  Groves 

Pres  Scott  says  write  a story,  so  here  goes: 

I am  not  a great  reader.  For  a long  plane  ride,  if  I've  brought  technical 
reading,  that  comes  first.  If  my  traveling  companion  elects  to  play  rummy 
or  swap  hunting  stories  or  trade  numismatic  knowledge,  that  all  comes 
second.  Clive  Cussler  is  relegated  to  last.  And  that  has  to  be  soft  cover,  no 
matter  how  long  I have  to  wait.  Only  Buffett  warrants  hardcover.  Watch 
the  pennies;  you  know  the  psychology. 

I have  long  been  a collector  of  coin  silver  specializing  in  silversmiths 
who  were  also  coin  makers  or  currency  engravers.  John  Ford  got  me  ori- 
ented in  that  direction  and  for  that  I thank  him.  With  that  in  mind,  it  was 
only  natural  for  me  to  go  after  the  1792  George  Washington  Indian  Peace 
Medal  in  the  Garrett  IV  Sale,  since  Joseph  Richardson,  esteemed  silversmith 
of  Philadelphia,  made  the  medal  on  contract  with  the  Washington  adminis- 
tration. His  mark  is  on  the  reverse.  That  acquisition  widened  my  horizons 


20 


The  Asylum 


and  got  me  further  into  IPM's  in  general.  Talk  about  history  in  your  hands, 
history  around  the  neck  really  grabbed  me.  That  was  sexy  at  its  best. 

When  traveling  to  a particular  European  capital,  I was  a guest  at  the 
U.  S.  Embassy.  While  being  given  the  grand  tour  I was  astounded  to  see  a 
complete  set  of  framed  American  Indian  prints  throughout  the  long  inte- 
rior halls.  One  hundred  and  seventeen  large  elephant  folio  prints  of  majes- 
tic warriors.  One  extraordinary  print  after  the  other,  each  more  beautiful 
and  colorful  than  the  last.  The  most  breathtaking  show  of  young  America  I 
had  ever  seen.  Some  of  the  braves  and  chiefs  wore  IPM's. 

Upon  my  return  to  the  States  I hightailed  it  to  the  New  York  City  Public 
Library  at  my  first  opportunity.  Prior  to  this  experience,  prints  to  me  meant 
Currier  and  Ives.  Never  had  I seen  an  elephant  folio  that  contained  all  these 
warrior  prints  in  their  original  book  form.  Three  giant  volumes  make  up 
the  series.  I studied  and  learned  the  multiple  stories  the  authors  told  about 
each  subject  of  the  various  prints.  These  prints  were  copies  of  portrait  paint- 
ings that  were  hung  in  the  then  War  Department,  ca.  1832-1835,  in  Wash- 
ington. 

McKenney  and  Hall  are  the  authors.  In  1824  Colonel  McKenney  be- 
came head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  McKenney  was  there.  He  was 
on  the  line  and  dealt  directly  or  indirectly  with  most  of  the  individuals  in 
the  book.  His  insight  and  informative  biographies  are  just  as  important 
today  as  they  were  to  the  new  America  in  his  time. 

General  McKenney,  in  cooperation  with  Hall,  arranged  to  have  the  fo- 
lios printed.  Each  portrait  was  black  line  printed,  much  the  same  way 
children's  coloring  books  are  done  today.  In  this  case  the  colorists  were 
budding  artists  of  the  day  who  worked  for  the  spare  bucks  they  could  pick 
up  while  pursuing  their  careers.  The  resultant  prints  are  unbelievable.  Bril- 
liant colors  that  dazzle  your  eyes.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  seventeen  prints 
plus  three  frontispieces  (one  for  each  of  the  three  volumes),  46  are  braves, 
chiefs  or  children  (no  doubt  heirs  of  their  father's  medal)  displaying  vari- 
ous IPM  medals. 

Red  Jacket,  chief  of  the  Iroquois  Nation  in  western  New  York  State,  and 
head  of  the  Six  Nations,  is  the  one  and  only  chief  to  wear  a George  Wash- 
ington Indian  Peace  Medal.  Dated  1792,  it  is  similar  to  the  Garrett  IV  lot 
No.  1914  in  that  famous  sale.  Stories  that  go  with  the  prints  are  intriguing 
in  that  they  capture  the  respect  and  interest  held  by  army  personnel  and 
politicians  of  the  day.  McKenney's  sale  of  these  folios  was  well  received. 
He  was  encouraged  thereafter  to  produce  three  similar  volumes  in  small 
size  (large  octavo)  which  got  a wider  public  reception  because  of  the  re- 
duced price. 

The  stories  about  each  subject  engender  a great  deal  of  insight  and  un- 
derstanding for  these  prominent  Indians  and  the  climate  of  the  times.  I 


Early  Summer  1996 


21 


have  not  completed  my  collection  of  the  forty-six  who  wear  an  IPM.  I prob- 
ably never  will  because  some  of  them  are  more  highly  sought  by  collectors 
than  others.  If  you  become  interested,  some  of  the  large  folios  can  still  be 
bought  in  the  $300  to  $500  range  and  smaller  folios  in  the  $200  range.  At 
least  you  could  have  a representation  of  the  group.  Unfortunately,  decora- 
tors and  antique  dealers  have  started  working  together.  Prestigious  New 
York  apartments  sport  a few  of  the  prints  to  impress  guests. 

Recently  I decided  to  come  out  in  the  open  regarding  my  passion.  As 
usual,  you  think  you're  all  alone,  but  what  to  my  surprise  did  I learn?  Ford, 
Adams,  Hodder  and  others  were  way  ahead  of  me.  So  much  for  secrecy 
and  clandestine  buying! 


A Revisit:  Rare  Auction  Sale  Catalogs 
Remy  Bourne 

In  Volume  6,  No.  4,  Winter,  1988, 1 wrote  an  article  on  Rare  Auction  Sale 
Catalogs.  This  is  an  update  on  that  article  with  updated  information.  I listed 
the  following  twelve  sales  from  eight  dealers  from  the  1950's  to  date.  The 
numbers  in  brackets  are  for  unnumbered  sales;  these  are  in  the  in-sequence 
numbers  assigned  them  by  Martin  Gengerke  in  his  American  Numismatic 
Auctions,  Vol.  8, 1990.  (Where  in  the  heck  is  Volume  9 by  the  way?). 

1.  Frank  AND  Laurese  Katen.  Sale  #28, 7/30/1954. 275  lots,  3pp.  8 1/i"  x 
11"  mimeographed.  Has  appeared  in  one  group  lot  and  in  Davis'  18th  sale. 
A very  elusive  sale  that  may  have  been  offered  by  private  treaty  in  the  last 
few  years. 

2.  Coin  Galleries  (Stack's).  Sale  [#12].  12/15/1959. 103  lots,  7pp.  8 V 2" 
x 11"  mimeographed.  Has  only  appeared  in  one  auction  group  lot  and  in  a 
1988  Fixed  Price  List.  Pieces  like  this  are  almost  non-existent. 

3.  Hans  M.F.  Schulman: 

Sale  #41.  3/24/1965. 160  lots,  1 page. 

Sale  #43.  6/30/1965. 164  lots,  1 page. 

Sale  #44.  7/29/1965. 161  lots,  1 page.  3rd  Mail  Bid  Sale. 

Sale  #45.  8/31/1965.  205  lots,  1 page.  4th  Mail  Bid  Sale. 

While  there  has  never  been  an  auction  appearance  for  these  four  sales,  sales 
41,  43,  and  45  can  be  found  in  Coin  World.  Sale  #45  was  not  in  Coin  World, 
nor  in  Numismatic  News. 
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4.  Lester  Merkin.  Sale  [#4].  10/19/1966.  545  lots,  62pp.  Arthur  C.  Fritz, 
called  the  Blue  Sale  because  of  its  light  blue  cover.  At  the  time  I wrote  that 
the  majority  of  the  sales  were  destroyed  in  a flooded  garage  and  very  sel- 
dom offered.  HOW  WRONG  I WAS.  Apparently  not  enough  catalogs  were 
destroyed  or  else  boxes  full  of  wet  catalogs  were  dried  out,  because  this  is 
the  second  or  third  most  commonly  offered  Merkin  catalog,  offered  over 
forty  times  at  public  auctions  alone.  The  Helfenstein  catalog  itself  has  been 
offered  over  eighty  times  at  auction. 

5.  N.A.S.C.A.  Sale  [#35A],  1/24/1981. 1342  lots,  2pp.  Broadside,  undated. 
No  auction  records  to  date.  Offered  in  my  Numismatic  Literature  Review  and 
Fixed  Price  List.  I don't  believe  that  this  is  destined  for  scarcity,  but  the  print- 
ing run  may  have  been  small  and  selectively  mailed.  Time  will  tell. 

6.  STEVE  IVY.  7/17/1982. 1143  lots,  12pp.  This  appears  to  be  an  early  tran- 
sitional auction  catalog  when  Steve  Ivy  first  called  his  company  S.I.R.  Coin, 
before  becoming  known  later  as  Steve  Ivy  Numismatic  Auctions  in  his  first 
numbered  auction  sale,  8/13/1976.  This  sale  has  never  before  been  pub- 
licly offered  for  sale. 

7.  RARCOA: 

Sale  [31  A].  7/30/1982.  2236  lots,  4pp.  First  Mail  Bid  Sale. 

Sale  [35A].  6/19/1984.  480  lots,  1 page.  Both  of  these  sales  appeared  in 
Coin  World.  Have  not  seen  a printed  version  for  either  sale. 

8.  JOSEPH  L.  Lepczyk.  Sale  [#50A].  11/27/ 1982. 56  lots,  5pp.  This  sale  was 
held  the  following  day,  after  sale  #50,  for  the  Young  Numismatist  Auction 
during  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  Fall  Convention.  No  auc- 
tion appearances  to  date.  Ken  Lowe,  who  specializes  in  Lepczyk  auction 
sales,  still  knows  of  no  one  who  owns  this  sale  at  this  time  (6/1995).  It  has 
been  believed  that  Lepczyk's  first  four  sale  were  ads  in  Coin  World.  That  is 
true  for  sales  1 and  2,  but  sale  3 was  not  to  be  found.  Perhaps  there  is  a 
printed  sale  3 yet  to  be  discovered! 

This  update  includes  all  auction  appearances  either  individually  or  in 
group  lots  by  the  major  numismatic  literature  dealers.  I am  more  than 
pleased  to  share  any  information  on  auctions,  fixed  price  lists  or  periodical 
appearances  to  aid  you  in  your  research  or  collecting  endeavors.  A phone 
call,  letter  or  fax  is  all  that  keeps  you  from  the  information.  I can  be  reached 
at  508  40th  Avenue  N.E.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55421-3834.  Phone:  612-789- 
7070,  or  Fax  612-789-4747. 
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YES...  I Do  Collect  Catalogs! 

Raphael  Ellenbogen 

At  first,  I decided  not  to  respond  to  Michael  Hodder's  comments  on 
my  satirical  approach  to  collecting  "catalogs,"  which  appeared  in  the  issue 
following  my  article  in  Volume  XII,  No.  3 of  The  Asylum.  I value  his  opin- 
ion and  appreciate  his  kind  expression  to  this  gentle  "leg  pulling." 

The  next  issue  of  The  Asylum  brought  a really  great  article  by  Harrington 
E.  Manville  with  a "charitable"  defense  to  my  presentation.  He  is  correct! 
Good  Lord. . . I too  collect  catalogues. . .really!  Would  I dare. . .would  I have 
the  temerity... to  have  written  that  article  for  "bibliomaniacs"  and  have  it 
published  in  The  Asylum  if  it  was  completely  serious? 

But  look  at  the  real  accomplishment.  It  was  picked  up  by  Michael,  and 
inspired  a wonderful  article  by  Harrington... and,  I hope,  more  will  be 
stimulated  and  provoked  to  write.  Also,  I didn't  think  I'd  see  my  name 
published  in  The  Asylum  so  many  times  (and  spelled  correctly).  I'll  prob- 
ably even  make  the  index! 

Generally  speaking,  filling  holes  and  gaps  to  achieve  completion  is  a 
hobbyist's  sickness,  albeit  a healthy  and  productive  one  at  times.  I would 
not  have  become  a numismatist  or  syngraphist  today  were  it  not  for  the 
"Penny  Board"  (mine  was  the  single  large  board).  It  drove  everyone  in  the 
family  mad,  as  I went  ransacking  through  everyone's  purses  and  pockets 
(I  never  did  find  the  1909-S,  V.D.B.,  however). 

I really  admire  John  J.  Ford's  approach  to  collecting.  He  collects  what 
he  feels  is  important  and  of  use  to  him  as  a research  tool. 

We  all  know  that  there  is  a dichotomy  between  a true  collector  and  an 
accumulator.  The  collector  studies,  writes,  speaks  on  and  displays  his  fa- 
vorite acquisitions.  The  accumulator  secures  many  objects,  just  for  their 
attractive  diversity  and  intrinsic  value. 

Aside  from  collecting  to  preserve  for  posterity  and  future  scholars  the 
"rare"  issues,  or  complementing  their  numismatic  holdings,  can  I inspire  a 
response  to  these  questions  (but  guys  and  gals... don't  get  so  serious  or 
defensive,  please):  Why  does  one  assiduously  and  relentlessly  collect  coin 
catalogs  (and  aspire  to  attain  completeness)  when  one  doesn't  collect  coins? 
It  will  probably  be  never  used  for  research  purposes,  and  just  gather  dust. 
If  the  collector  catalogs  his  holdings,  or  writes  on  the  subject,  or  is  a dealer 
who  happens  to  use  references. . .wonderful!  Should  a person  who  collects 
only  paper  money,  or  souvenir  cards,  or  tokens,  etc.  collect  "coin"  catalogs, 
just  for  the  sake  of  collecting?  Perhaps  these  thoughts  will  produce  a healthy 
dialogue  that  probes  into  the  psychology,  instinct  and  depth  or  our  hobby. 

As  for  my  personal  approach. . .1  do  collect  catalogs!  Just  ask  "She  who 
hands  me  the  dust  rag,"  or  Kolbe,  Bowers  and  Merena,  Davis,  Grady,  The 
Money  Tree,  Function  Associates,  et  al. 
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An  Afternoon  With  Frank  and  Laurese  Katen 

Pete  Smith 

Frank  and  Laurese  Katen  passed  through  Minnesota  on  their  way  to 
visit  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  the  Grand  Canyon.  While  in  the  Twin 
Cities,  they  stayed  overnight  with  Avis  and  Remy  Bourne.  Remy  invited  a 
few  friends  to  visit  on  the  afternoon  of  July  2, 1995.  In  attendance,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Bournes  and  the  Katens,  were  Wayne  Anderson,  Dick  Punchard 
and  Pete  Smith. 

Frank  and  Laurese  shared  some  personal  information  with  us.  They 
have  been  married  for  31  years.  This  is  the  third  marriage  for  both.  Each 
has  survived  the  death  of  a partner  and  a divorce.  Frank  is  92  years  old.  He 
described  in  some  detail  a recent  physical  examination  and  viewing  the 
picture  of  his  insides  on  a video  screen.  His  doctor  pronounced  him  to  be 
in  good  health.  However,  Laurese  does  all  their  driving. 

Frank  is  now  in  his  51st  year  as  a coin  dealer.  On  a typical  day,  he  spends 
the  morning  at  the  computer  cataloging  his  next  sale.  Lunch  is  always  an 
English  muffin  and  a slice  of  Limburger  cheese.  He  takes  a brief  nap  before 
getting  on  a stationary  bicycle  for  a couple  of  minutes  to  keep  his  knees 
loose.  On  this  day  he  was  dressed  in  a yellow  shirt  and  yellow  pants. 

Naturally  talk  was  about  the  numismatic  literature  business.  Frank  de- 
scribed problems  with  one  bidder  who  bought  heavily  at  his  last  sale  but 
paid  with  bad  checks.  Frank  discovered  too  late  that  the  bidder  had  been 
suspended  from  the  ANA.  One  clue  to  financial  problems  was  that  faxes 
were  sent  from  Kinko's,  indicating  the  lack  of  an  established  business  ad- 
dress. 

This  was  not  a formal  event  where  the  Katens  told  their  life  stories. 
The  atmosphere  was  casual,  with  topics  drifting  into  literature  and  out 
again.  The  Katens  asked  each  of  us  about  our  families  and  current  jobs. 
Dick  Punchard  had  returned  the  previous  day  from  Chicago.  He  drove 
one  of  his  Model  A Fords  to  participate  in  a convention  with  700  Model 
A's.  His  car  can  hit  a peak  of  52  miles  per  hour,  and  the  return  trip  took  14 
hours  of  straight  driving.  Frank  recalled  his  used  Model  T Ford  that  broke 
an  axle  while  driving  through  a cemetery.  He  bought  a replacement  axle 
for  90  cents  and  installed  it  himself. 

Laurese  raises  champion  Schnauzers.  She  currently  has  seven  that  at- 
tend shows  around  the  country.  Pictures  of  Laurese  and  her  dogs  have 
appeared  on  the  covers  of  some  of  the  Katen 's  catalogs. 

Frank  was  encouraged  to  recall  some  of  the  earlier  literature  dealers. 
W.  C.  Saunders  was  a carpet  layer.  His  knees  were  enlarged  from  working 
on  the  floor  in  times  before  knee  pads  were  standard  equipment.  He  oper- 
ated out  of  bookshelves  in  his  basement  in  New  Haven. 
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Legendary  dealer  Aaron  Feldman  approached  Frank  to  sell  his  library 
at  auction.  Since  Frank  already  had  his  next  two  sales  filled  from  consign- 
ments, an  impatient  Feldman  consigned  his  library  to  Swann  Galleries  in 
New  York  City  on  November  29,  1973.  The  books  were  packed  in  boxes 
and  examination  of  lots  was  difficult.  The  library  was  sacrificed  at  low 
prices.  Feldman  sat  in  the  back  and  complained  to  Frank,  " See  what  you 
did  to  me."  The  Katens  still  have  some  of  the  boxes  that  have  not  been 
unpacked. 

Wayte  Raymond  sold  many  duplicate  monographs  through  the  Katens, 
and  Olga  continued  to  sell  off  remaining  stock  after  the  death  of  Wayte.  We 
discussed  Raymond's  association  with  Elmer  Sears  in  the  United  States 
Coin  Company,  and  with  James  G.  Macallister  and  the  J.  C.  Morgenthau 
company.  Discussion  of  Raymond  led  to  discussion  of  cataloguer 
Macallister,  to  Walter  Breen,  whose  research  in  the  National  Archives  was 
financed  by  Raymond,  and  to  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who  later  employed  Breen 
at  New  Netherlands. 

Other  names  that  came  up  in  our  discussions  included  B.  Max  Mehl, 
the  promoter  who  sold  coins  and  catalogs  to  the  public  through  the  De- 
pression; Roger  Cohen,  who  had  an  extended  disagreement  with  Breen; 
Eric  Newman,  who  had  a disagreement  with  Ford;  Harry  Bass,  who  has  an 
extensive  library  and  collection  of  gold  die  varieties;  and  John  J.  Pittman, 
who  is  believed  to  have  an  important  collection  including  early  proof  sets. 
The  question  "whatever  happened  to  Jon  Hanson"  remained  unanswered. 

I asked  the  Katens  about  Phares  O.  Sigler,  who  lived  near  Silver  Spring, 
Maryland.  I had  little  biographical  information  on  Sigler,  who  I consider 
important  for  his  bibliography  on  numismatic  literature.  The  Katens  re- 
called that  Sigler  was  a colonel  in  the  Army.  His  wife  was  a schoolteacher, 
and  they  had  one  son.  Sigler  traveled  extensively,  and  collected  while  trav- 
eling. The  Katens  bought  Sigler's  collection  of  Siamese  tokens  and  his  notes 
for  a book.  Laurese  continues  to  work  toward  publication  of  that  book. 

The  Katens  passed  out  advance  copies  of  the  catalog  for  their  sale  of 
auction  catalogues  and  fixed  price  lists  scheduled  for  December  8-9, 1995. 
We  noticed  that  page  26  had  been  repeated  as  page  27.  Frank  and  Laurese 
are  mystified  about  how  that  happened. 

Other  topics  of  conversation  included  Armand  Champa,  the  ANA,  de- 
clining coin  club  membership,  and  an  aging  collector  base,  sports  cards, 
and  a decline  in  the  quality  of  The  Numismatist.  Some  of  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed are  not  suitable  for  publication. 

Book  collecting  tends  to  be  a hobby  enjoyed  alone  at  home.  It  was  nice 
to  get  out  and  enjoy  the  hobby  with  other  collectors.  Perhaps  others  who 
could  not  attend  will  enjoy  this  brief  report  on  the  event. 
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Is  it  Coogan,  Cogan  or  Bangs? 

Charles  D.  Homing 


The  Asylum 


The  Bangs  Auction  House  was,  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century,  a 
primary  focus  for  disposing  of  numismatic  collections.  It  was  known  in 
various  forms  (Le.  Cooley  & Banks  1837-38,  Bangs  Brother  & co.  1851-58, 
Bangs,  Merwin  & Co.  1858-1876).  The  Bangs  Co.  exerted  significant  influ- 
ence over  the  numismatic  community.  Virtually  every  major  collector  and 
dealer  had  some  contact  with  the  firm  during  the  mid-nineteenth  century. 
Cataloguers  including  Cogan,  Harzfeld,  Haseltine,  Frossard,  Woodward, 
Strobridge,  and  the  Chapman  brothers  all  accessed  Bangs'  resources  to  hold 
auctions  in  their  facility. 

Many  of  the  sales  held  at  the  Bang's  house  were  identifiable  by  the 
cataloguer.  Indeed,  that  has  been  the  practice  in  numismatic  literature  for 
more  than  a century.  A Chapman  or  Woodward  or  Cogan  sale  held  at  Bangs 
has  consistently  been  listed  under  the  cataloguer's  name,  when  he  could 
indeed  be  identified  as  the  cataloguer. 

E.J.  Attinelli  in  his  seminal  work  Numisgraphics  in  1876  has  been  the 
primary  reference  on  this  subject  since  its  publication.  Attinelli  had  con- 
temporary access  to  the  auctions  he  described,  either  attending  the  sales 
themselves  or  examining  the  auction  catalogues  prior  to  attributing  them 
in  his  text.  Subsequent  expansions  on  his  efforts  have  been  compiled  by 
John  Adams  and  Martin  Gengerke. 

One  catalogue  in  particular,  containing  one  photographic  plate,  has 
drawn  my  interest  as  the  subject  of  this  article.  The  sale  was  conducted 
April  3rd,  4th,  & 5th  of  1871  at  Bangs,  Merwin  & Co.:  The  Catalogue  of  a 
Private  Collection  of  Roman,  Greek,  English,  Scotch,  American  & Canadian 
Coins.. . " Attinelli  states:  "This  collection,  generally  known  as  the  'Montreal' 
or  'Canada'  Collection,  was  sold  through  Mr.  Cogan.  The  work  of  cata- 
loguing the  coins  is  attributed  to  Mr.  A.  Sandham  of  Montreal,  who  was 
probably  the  owner."  (p.58) 

In  Attinelli's  system  he  attempts,  where  known,  to  identify  the  owner 
of  the  collection.  In  this  particular  instance,  although  identifying  Mr. 
Sandham  as  the  probable  owner  and  cataloguer,  the  space  is  left  blank  where 
he  would  ordinarily  list  the  owner.  Mr.  Cogan's  name  is  listed  on  the  front 
cover  of  the  catalogue  as  well  as  on  the  cover  page  as  the  individual  who 
will  execute  the  bids.  Also  on  the  front  cover,  orders  to  execute  bids  are 
listed  as  the  auctioneers.  Mason  & Co.,  139  North  9th  Street,  Philadelphia, 
or  by  Edward  Cogan,  95  William  Street,  New  York. 

Therein  lies  the  crux  of  our  question:  Is  the  "Montreal  Collection"  a 
Cogan  catalogue  or  a Bangs  Catalogue? 
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History  subsequent  to  Attinelli  has  universally  attributed  this  catalogue 
to  Cogan,  although  he  only  appears  to  have  been  an  agent  for  this  collec- 
tion, not  an  owner  or  cataloguer.  Adams,  Gengerke  & Davis  all  list  this  sale 
as  one  of  Cogan's.  However,  there  is  some  evidence  to  the  contrary.  For 
example,  in  the  Idell  Sale  of  January  8 & 9, 1878,  Attinelli  (the  cataloguer) 
in  lot  965,  lists  the  "Canada"  sale  unattributed,  whereas  numerous  other 
lots  in  this  section  of  numismatic  auction  catalogues  are  attributed. 

In  addition,  other  sales  have  been  catalogued  by  their  owner  and  are 
listed  in  the  Bangs  series.  For  example:  the  Ferguson  Haines  catalogue  of 
May  28  & 29, 1877.  Mr.  Haines,  of  Biddeford,  ME,  owned  and  catalogued 
the  collection.  On  the  rear  cover  he  lists  Haseltine,  Frossard,  Proskey,  Cogan 
and  others  as  individuals  to  execute  bid  orders. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Haines  was  not  only  an  accomplished  numismatist  but 
also  an  astute  businessman.  By  going  directly  to  the  Bangs  house  he  was 
possibly  able  to  eliminate  part  of  the  commission  charged  him.  By  the  same 
token,  Mr.  Sandham  may  have  accomplished  the  same  objective. 

Another  example  is  the  Henry  Bogert  sale  at  Bangs  of  Feb.  28-March  5, 
1859.  Augustus  B.  Sage  is  listed  as  the  cataloguer  but  Adams  lists  the  sale 
under  Bangs  (Vol.  1 p.159);  Davis,  however,  lists  the  sale  under  Sage  (p.  158 
& 894). 

As  a corollary  to  this  discussion,  please  refer  to  Charles  Davis'  descrip- 
tion of  Lot  4000  on  page  104  of  Champa  IV.  In  a very  insightful  analysis  of 
this  Strobridge  sale  (June  21-22, 1864),  Charlie  offers  a very  similar,  though 
more  articulate  argument  supporting  the  premise  being  presented  above: 
"Adams  8.  Although  listed  by  Adams,  Gengerke  & A.  N.  S.  Dictionary  Cata- 
logue as  part  of  Strobridge's  output,  we,  on  reflection,  are  not  convinced 
that  Seavey  wrote  the  catalogue  himself  as  is  obvious  from  the 
title... However,  Attinelli  makes  no  mention  of  Strobridge's  involvement, 
and  unfortunately,  there  were  no  periodicals  of  note  in  1864  to  lend  a hand. 
So,  if  Seavy  wrote  it,  Farwell  printed  it,  and  Bangs  sold  it,  what  was  left  for 
Strobridge?" 

One  last  element  to  cast  a note  of  confusion  into  an  otherwise  cogent 
argument  is  a reference  to  Lot  2216  in  Champa  III,  page  63.  The  lot  de- 
scribes the  "Montreal"  sale,  but  with  an  inscription  to  Lyman  Low  from 
Ed.  Cogan.  Hmm...  Now  all  we  need  is  an  inscribed  copy  from  Mr.  Sandham 
to  Mr.  Cogan! 

The  last  remaining  question  then  is  Cogan's  name  pronounced  Kogan 
or  Coogan? 


Quality  Reprints  of  Classics 

I ) I 996  REISSUE  OF  THE  I 964  Helfenstein  photographic 
PRINT  OF  U\RGE  CENTS,  20x24"  WITH  8X  I O"  PRINT  OF 
PROTOTYPE,  I OO  SETS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  ORIGINAL 
TRANSPARENCIES  $ I 05.00 

2)  Reprint  of  the  Maris  “Woodburytype”  Plate  of  state 

COINAGE  WITH  6 PAGES  OF  BIOGRAPHICAL  TEXT.  I OO  PRODUCED 

$43.00 

3)  Photographic  reproductions  of  the  2 I plates  to 

accompany  W.  E.  Woodward’s  sales  Nos.  95,  IOI,  102, 
105.  20  SETS  ONLY  PRODUCED  $350.00 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  O I 984 

Fax:  (508)  468  7893  Tel:  (508)  469  2933 
ANA  60027  ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


NEED  YOUR  HELP! 

DOUBLE  DENOMINATION— SMALL  SIZE— ERROR  NOTES 

For  an  article  on  the  “census”  of  these  notes  please  send:  type,  serial 
number  and  condition.  Absolute  confidentiality! 

ROBERT  C.  NARAMORE  BANK  NOTE  DETECTOR: 

Any  history  or  biographical  data  on  the  man. 

Wall  Card:  condition,  eyelet. 

Cards:  Complete  set — condition,  advertising  imprint,  color  of  back. 
Boxed  Set — condition,  parts  missing,  color,  wording,  design. 
Wallet — condition. 

Absolute  Confidentiality! 

The  information,  data,  census,  will  be  published,  but  not  the  names  of 
the  owners,  unless  specific  consent  is  given!  Many  many  thanks  for  your 
cooperation!  It  is  greatly  appreciated! 

RAY  ELLENBOGEN 

1840  HARWITCH  ROAD,  UPPER  ARLINGTON,  OHIO  43221 

(604)  488-2935 


(Wantetf  for  Outright  (Purchase 

•Out-of-print  standard  references  on  ancient  and  modem  numismatics 
•Antiquarian  books  printed  before  1800 
•Fine  bindings 

•Auction  sale  catalogs  of  important  collections 
•Substantial  runs  of  important  periodicals 

Ruction  Consignments  cWuntecf 

•Important  general  or  specialized  libraries 

y\uction  (Representation 

•We T ~U  attend  or  have  an  agent  at  the  major  book  sales  in  1995-6.  For  a 
modest  fee,  we  carefully  examine  all  lots,  offer  our  opinion  of  value,  and 
execute  your  bids  faithfully  and  with  complete  confidentiality,  if  desired. 

Spring 

•We  have  a good  stock  of  out-of-print  books  and  selected  in-print  titles. 
•We  have  a very  good  stock  of  US.  and  foreign  auction  sale  catalogs. 

£5" or  sate  at  a special  price 

Castenholz  and  Sons  Numismatic  Booksellers:  THE  NUMISMATIC 

MESSENGER.  Pacific  Palisades,  California.  Complete  set:  Vol.  1,  No.  1 through 
Vol.  2,  No.  11  & 12  (Jan.  1971  through  Dec.  1972).  24  numbers  in  23  issues. 
Octavo.  Card  covers.  A quality  publication  offering  authoritative  articles, 
coins  for  sale,  and  their  specialty,  new  and  second-hand  books.  We  have  sold 
these  in  the  past  for  $40-50  per  set.  We  have  purchased  the  entire  remaining 
hoard  and  can  offer  as  new  complete  sets  for  $30.  We  also  have  some  sets  with 
slight  staple  rust  or  other  minor  defects  (these  are  perfect  for  binding)  priced 
at  $20.  Prices  include  postage  in  the  U.S.,  overseas  add  $5. 

tjofm  (3*.  (fiergittcm  (I'Jumismatic  9^tcraturc 

4223  Iroquois  Ave.  / Lakewood,  CA  90713  / USA 
Tel:  310-421-0171  • Fax:  310-421-2208 


WHAT'S  THE  BEST  VALUE 
IN  NUMISMATICS  TODAY? 


We  like  to  think  it  is  the  superb  line-up  of  Bowers  and  Merena  publications,  which  have  set 
a standard  of  excellence  for  the  entire  numismatic  hobby. 


Our  “Grand  Format”™  auction  catalogues  have  won  more  "Catalogue  of 
the  Year"  honors  than  have  all  our  competitors  combined.  Why?  Probably 
because  of  all  the  research,  exhaustive  descriptions,  state-of-the-art  photo- 
graphy (including  beautiful  color),  and  expertise  you  will  find  in  each  one. 

Our  coin  catalogues,  issued  approximately  five  times  a year  (prices  re- 
alized lists  are  sent  after  each  sale),  list  for  $20  or  more,  each — a value 
of  $100  or  more. 


The  Coin  Collector  is  our  lively  newspaper  that  features 
high-quality  coins  as  well  as  other  numismatic  items  of  in- 
terest from  our  vast  inventory.  It  also  contains  numis- 
matic books  for  sale,  interesting  articles,  and  entertain- 
ing features. 

T he  Coin  Collector  is  published  approximately  17  times  a 
year,  with  a cover  price  of  $3 — a value  of  over  $50. 


A Year’s  Worth  of  Enjoyment  for  only  $95 

The  subscription  rates  for  all  Bowers  and  Merena  periodicals  is  $95,  the  best 
buy  in  the  business  (in  our  opinion),  as  you  receive  publications  worth  over  $200  on  an  individual 
basis.  Call  800-222-5993  today  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  or  Donna  Badeau  in  our  Publications 
Department.  (Subscriptions  are  solicited  only  from  active  numismatists  as  it  costs  us  far  more 
than  the  nominal  rate  we  charge  to  actually  service  your  subscription.) 


The  Rare  Coin  Review  is  chock  full  of 
great  coins  for  sale,  complete  with  fasci- 
nating, scholarly  descriptions  that  both 
showcase  the  coins  and  inform  the 
reader.  And  if  that  isn't  enough,  the  maga- 
zine  is  also  famous  for  its  superb  ar- 
ticles— written  by  some  of  the  best-known 
names  in  the  hobby. 


The  Rare  Coin  Review  is 
published  approximately 
six  times  a year,  with  a cover  price  of  $10 — a value  of  $60. 


Thanh  you  for  your  business  and  friendship. 

An  exciting  year  of  interesting,  informative,  and  valuable  periodicals  awaits  you.  Enjoy! 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 

Bo>M22^^/olfeboro^e^dcimps^^ 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  60S. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


Call  1 -800- 789-7005  Today. 

Remy  Bourne  is  Your  full  time  Numismatic  Literature  Specialist. 


508-40TH  AVENUE  NJE. 
Minneapolis,  MN  55421-3833 


